Critical Theory
05 — Interspecies Media

October 15, 2025


http://berenice-serra.com/teaching/2025-2026/critical-theory

Can media be used to create relationships
with non-numan species?
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Tony Wolf - Let’s Explore the Forest, 1977.



01 — Animist Cinema








https://www.nowness.com/playlist/54753/video-art

Vierundzwanzig Stunden, ein Tag im Leben des
Menschen, ist die Sekunde im Leben der Blumen.



Vierundzwanzig Stunden, ein Tag Im Leben des
Menschen, ist die Sekunde Im Leben der Blumen.

Twenty-four hours, a day In the life of man,
IS a second In the life of flowers.



https://vimeo.com/ondemand/blumenwunder
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Max Reichmann — The Miracle of Flowers, 1926. '


https://vimeo.com/ondemand/blumenwunder

Technologies, such as film, whose ultimate,
paradoxical power has been, from Its beginning,
the abllity to re-enchant a disenchanted world,
enhance our perceptual possibilities and suggest

alternative, counter-negemonic ways of thinking
about the world.

Teresa Castro -~ The Mediated Plant, e-flux Journal issue 102, 20109.



Mimosa Pudica



Mimosa Pudica + Dionaea Muscipula



Charles Darwin - The power of movement in plants, 1880.
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Jagadish Chandra Bose - Plant Autograph, 1927.
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Surprise
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@ Microsoft

Get started for free at projectoxford. ai



Beyond Its documentary use, the images produced
according to the graphic method—quickly backed
by film—have a heuristic power, anticipating novel
ildeas through and thanks to images.

Among these, what we could call the plants’
“becoming subject” Is perhaps the most striking,

In particular when it comes to film. As a matter of
course, these Images negotiate a transition from the
statute of object to that of subject—what Is more,

an intentional subject.

Teresa Castro -~ The Mediated Plant, e-flux Journal issue 102, 20109.



A surprising animism Is being reborn. We know now,
because we have seen them, that we are surrounded

by Inhuman existences ... The cinematographer
extends the range of our senses, making perceptible
to our sight and to our hearing individuals that we

considered invisible and inaudible.

Jean Epstein — Photogénie de I'impondérable, 1935.






The modern naturalist can no longer narrowly limit
himself to the study of plants or animals, because
life, In Its many aspects, solves the problem Iin a
practical way, however varied it may be, and refutes
our artificial separations and our classifications
between plants, animals and men.

Raoul Heinrich Francé - The Sensory Life of Plants 1907.






“‘People tend to think that animism Is a narcissistic,
anthropomorphic, anthropocentric fantasy of primitive
people, children, and madmen,” says Viveiros de
Castro, “when actually animism Is exactly the

opposite.

If you say that everything iIs human, then you also
must say that humans aren’t special, because

everything Is like us.”

Peter Skafish — The Metaphysic of Extra-Moderns: On the Decolonization of Thought—A Conversation with Eduardo Viveiros de Castro, 2016.



ol i - ¢
» y ‘ p . " .
S g ' . \

Fig. 8. Indoor arrangement for testing Backster Effect. The Fig. 11. The d.c. galvanometer and packaged electronics de-
d.c. amplifier is at left, connected by shielded line to the vised for testing the emotion-like response of yucca plants
leaf and set-up potentiometer. Nutrient feeder is in the pot. outdoors. The plant shown in the lead phoio indicates size.

L.Georges Lawrence - Electronics and the Living Plants, 1969.



02 — Songs for Plants
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[| APACKET OF SEEDS " )
+GROWING PLANTS SUCCESSFULLY IN THE HOME /

1 STEIN'S FAMOUS GUIDE 1O

1
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vtjVwpxfcP4
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You can learn even more about
Scottsdale’s exciting Doubletree
Inn by sending for our brochure !
Write: The Doubletree Inn,
4710 N. Scottsdale Road,
Scottsdale, Arizona 85251.

Muzak is more than music @

KTAR / Another Company of Combined Communications Corp.

A service of KTAR Broadcasting Company / 11-1 North Central Avenue / 258-7333




for your plants
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vgqhTPLs8cA
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How to grow a healthier, happier garden




John Baldessari— Teaching a Plant the Alphabet, 1972.



https://youtu.be/LkesIsPGISU?si=rgla-FOLOXFubH ¢

MOTHER EARTH'S

warm earth music for plants...
and the people who love them ——~
N



https://youtu.be/LkesIsPGlSU?si=rqla-FQLQXFubH_g
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Journey Through



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PveWXfUZEJg
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Jonathan Sarno - The Kirlian Witness, 197@‘.\ My


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBZy1LwtKOM&t=2184s

03 — Non-human vision



Abb. 19b. Umwelt des Seeigels



F1G. 9a
A village street, photograph
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THE WORLDS OF ANIMALS AND MEN

9¢
llage street as seen by a fly
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https://youtu.be/VR5hFxeBaFY?si=vXlvqUeBy5jyu0sz
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Thomas Pausz - Non Flowers for a Hoverfly, 2017.


https://vimeo.com/370495391
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https://vimeo.com/173597240




Merci

hello@bereniceserra.com


mailto:hello@bereniceserra.com

